"   THE TOMB  OF SALIH AND  THE SEI AR  COUNTRY

halted at a spot at the beginning of the Wadi Qubhudh down which we
were to travel the next morning. The height was only 3,600 feet, but
we passed here our coldest night of the whole journey, for the ther-
mometer registered 37,3 at six-forty-five in the morning.

It soon warmed up, however, as we rode down the side of the wadi
and near the first of two dars which mark the settlement of Rieidat al
Kathiri we met the only inhabitant of the place, a woman with a donkey.
She'had come to see how her crops were getting on, for the place is only
inhabited when the water comes, and the people live for the most part at a
spot a few miles away.

Suleiman told a long story about a raid on the settlement in which he
had been concerned some years before and our other Sei'ars told us of a raid
they-were plotting on the Mahra.

After leaving Rieidat we met with increasing vegetation and a few birds,
most of them the same colour as the stones and earth, but the track so
deteriorated that we had to dismount for the descent to the Wadi bed from
which point the wadi belongs to the Al Hark tribe of which 'Amr's father
was the Sheikh. Such inhabitants as there are live in caves in the walls of
the wadi, some of which are quite spacious. The entrances are built up
with loose stones and only a small gap left for man and beast to enter.
Smaller caves are used for goats, and some are so small that they appeared
to be little bigger than rabbit hutches.

During the afternoon we passed junctions with several other wadis and
camped in a wide and pleasant spot. There, after dinner, 'Amr explained
the marks on the camels, which I regret to say had not all- been honesdy
come by.1

Early next morning we passed a small black rock by the wayside with a
Himyariric inscription, so I suppose we were travelling on another ancient
route. There was much wild life here; most-of the birds so harmonized
with their surroundings that they Tfrere almost invisible, but we saw oae
beautiful pigeon, coloured olive green with a darker head, paler chest and a

. l The Al 'Ann or Al Hatim, a Sei'ar section, make a cut between the nose and
eyes.

Ad Duman (Sic ar clan) make a circle tinder the ear.
* AlAkasilin (Sei'ar dan) a *i* on tie cheek.

AlMeshafliAlIshaq^SrfaraooOttoutsideofMndleg. These marks are mack
by a shaped iron.

Al Sibla tribe a large f'.
Mahris make a circle on the neck.
Al Haras, bbtween Sana' aniHodeida, a circle on the cheek
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